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thought of as Minister of Commerce, an opinion that to
bring about the restoration of order we must have a spe-
cialist ministry of officials and soldiers, before really con-
stitutional ministers could take over the business. After
that, the ground would be prepared.

The aversion to becoming a minister was strength-
ened by the idea that such a position was not unaccom-
panied with personal danger, as the case of actual ill-treat-
ment of Conservative deputies in the streets had already
shown. In view of the habits which the population of the
streets had adopted, and of the influence exercised over it
by the deputies of the Extreme Left, it was necessary to
be prepared for still greater excesses, if the government
attempted to oppose democratic pressure and guide it into
I                      more settled channels.

!<                             Count Brandenburg, indifferent to such anxieties, de-

|                       clared himself ready to take the presidency of the Council,

i                       and then the difficulty was to find him fit and acceptable

i|                       colleagues.    A list presented to the King contained my

name also:  as General Gerlach told me, the King had
written in the margin 'only to be employed when the bay-
|                       onet governs unrestricted.'*   Count Brandenburg himself

I                       said to me at Potsdam: ' I have taken the matter in hand,

but have scarcely looked into the newspapers; I am unac-
quainted with political matters, and can only carry my head
to market. I want a mahout, a man in whom I trust and
who tells me what I can do. I go into the matter like a
child into the dark, and except Otto Manteuffel [then at the
head of the Ministry of the Interior],know nobody who pos-

* Gerlach is more trustworthy than the source whence Count Vitzthum
von Eehstadt must have drawn in Berlin una Wien, p. 247, where he
makes the marginal note run : ' Red Reactionary, with a scent for blood, to
be used later.%
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